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How was the 45th Annual Meeting last December? I personally enjoyed it very much thanks to the various new formats
taking advantage of the vast venue of Makuhari Messe. I would like to express my deep appreciation to President Fukagawa
and all the steering committee members for their ideas and great efforts. We have been collecting opinions from MBS]
members, and many of them were very positive. We would like to inherit some successful ones for the next meeting. The
core function of the annual meeting is to present research results and to engage in a free and critical exchange of ideas. In
addition, as the largest scientific society in the life sciences in Japan, MBS]J provides opportunities for participants to step
outside their own research field to discover fresh ideas and future collaborators. We commissioned expert scientists to
organize symposia, including topics beyond orthodox molecular biology. For some core topics, we have invited organizers
from remote fields in anticipation of fresh interaction. We are also inviting proposals for symposia and forums from MBS]J
members.

One of my jobs at the Makuhari Annual Meeting was to make the rounds of the corporate booths. I talked with exhibitors
about their impressions of the Annual Meeting and asked them to exhibit the following year. Honestly, it was quite a rough
job to visit all the booths over a two-day period. But it was quite enjoyable to grasp the trends in technological development
in commercial products, and I felt their enthusiasm for supporting customers. I also saw many people who had been active
scientists in the past, now participating in the annual meeting as staff members of companies. Corporate sponsorships
cover a large part of the annual meeting budget. Our research is conducted using reagents and equipment provided by
companies, and many of our graduates seek jobs in related companies. We believe that the research in molecular biology
will be further stimulated and the field will be broadened and deepened if researchers and sponsors get to know each other
more. We would like to provide the opportunity to deepen the interaction between the two.

We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting in Kobe.

President of MBSJ2023
Shigeo Hayashi
(RIKEN Center for Biosystems Dynamics Research)
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